










































































the rich more rich. And in the shadows, it has a reputation for an
insatiable appetite for shadowrunners. Citi's clients, oh-so-sur-
prisingly, do not like to play by the rules when it comes to knowing
where to invest.

© Mr. Bonds

Like other global banking firms such as the Frankfurt
Bank Association, Citigroup globally maintains offices near
each of the major exchanges. Several of their subsidiaries are
insurance and brokerage firms, rebuilt from the bankrupted
husks of the post-Quake era. These brokerage firms buy and
trade stocks amongst themselves allowing a shell-game to be
played with investments and capital. Beyond money launder-
ing, Citigroup is also capable of influence peddling by creating
and breaking voting blocks within small corporations.
Citigroup also has a nasty reputation as unapologetic
short-sellers. In this day and age of shadowrunners, short-
sellers often come under the scrutiny of the authorities, but so
far Citi investors have never been indicted of anything. This
has fueled rumors that Citi has ECSE regulators in its pock-
ets, but it seems that Citi has few real friends there. Citigroup
behaves as if it is superior to the Stock Exchange—this is very
dangerous and is building towards a serious confrontation.
These days, fat from the fruits of the growing returns on
their investments, Citigroup has begun aggressive acquisi-
tions, poaching vulnerable subsidiaries of megacorporations
and even of other MDC members. The acquisitions have so far
been brilliantly conducted, prompting rumors that Citi is em-
ploying powerful Als to discover (or even engineer) weaknesses
and perform microsecond buyouts of companies. Whether or
not those rumors are true, Citigroup’s aggressive rise in power
has not gone unnoticed by the other members of the MDC.
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o These microsecond buyouts and the confrontational approach
that Citigroup has taken with the ECSE may be one of the sparks
behind Commissioner Jacobs’ new regulations.

e Mr. Bonds

HORIZON CORPORATION

The megacorporate
world’s newest face is

A

AYORIZ XN\

also the newest member
of the MDC. One of
Horizon America’s larg—

est complexes in the UCAS can be found in Midtown, where
they provide the funding for all sorts of creative endeavors:
from professional street performers to artist’s way adepts. It’s
even rumored that they've cozied up to an Al born out of an
event scheduling system for Times Square that fancies itself a
writer of musical theater. If the rumors prove true, next sum-
mer’s The Sojourner Affair may be the first Broadway show to
be written by an AL

© They're more than rumors. She calls herself Prima Donna, though
| can’'t speak to her artistic capabilities—I think she evolved from
a sim editing suite. You can find her in Times Square, if you know
what node to look for.

© Netcat

It’s undeniable that the NYC MeFeeds provided the in-
spiration for Horizon’s Persona 2.0 network. MeFeeds are less
popular in Manhattan than P2.0 is in L.A., but Horizon none-
the-less quickly realized the data potential of the networks.

Their systems work night and day to analyze and identify
emerging trends among Manhattan’s populace learning where
we eat, sleep, work, and play. The atmosphere of Manhattan,
Inc. means that this data is often provided to other members
of the MDC through legitimate bureaucratic channels, but,
sometimes, that takes a little too long and this data is often a
target for rival shadowruns.

© Horizon's Matrix programming subsidiary, Singularity, has put to-
gether some top-notch voice recognition systems allowing Horizon
to listen for keywords and phrases being spoken throughout
Manhattan. Watch what you say if you have a feed or if you're chat-
ting with someone who might.

® Slamm-0!

Aztechnology has been resisting Horizon’s efforts to muscle
in on businesses in Manhattan, importing their conflict from
southern California. Though the Azzies couldn’t keep them
out of the MDC, they’ve been able to defend against Horizon’s
attempts to become the premier entertainment and pharma-
ceutical provider in NYC. It’s rumored that Aztechnology was
the vote that kept the MeFeeds a separate network from P2.0,
something Horizon was desperately seeking.

The tension between these two giants of the corporate
world has been providing a near limitless supply of shadow op-
portunities. While Aztechnology is playing defense, Horizon
has been aggressively targeting Aztechnology businesses and
entertainment venues—including advertisements for the
same—in an effort to win a PR campaign aimed at smearing
Aztechnology and convincing the average person that the
Aztech brand is weaker than their own.

NEONET

Manhattan has NeoNET
to thank for their wireless
Matrix infrastructure. When
the Jormungand turned the
entire New York Matrix into
hot slag, they wasted no
time turning a digital waste-
land into a pet project. With
Villiers” reputation, NeoNET
met little resistance when
they began to expand their Wireless Matrix Initiative into
the area to rebuild the City’s online presence. To this day,
NeoNET still enjoys a positive reputation among locals, a fact
they haven’t been shy about using to their advantage.

N-€-0-N-E-T

o | think some of the local Neo-A's would beg to differ on this. They
largely viewed NeoNET's Matrix development as using a citywide
crisis in order to spread an even more pervasive and corrupting cor-
porate influence on the denizens of New York.

© Cosmo
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NeoNET has also become successful as a Matrix Service
Provider. They have a near monopoly on MSP market share
in the area, much of it created by buying up smaller providers
after they have built up a customer base and then consolidat-
ing their users into their Synergy Matrix Services subsidiary. A
recent estimate of NeoNET’s market share puts them around
85 percent with the vast majority of that owned by Synergy.
The rest is divided among lesser known front companies.
NeoNET leaves the remaining 15 percent as a bone for the
dogs to fight over, leaving the other corps and independents in
abloody digital turf war.

o \Word around the online campfire is that Renraku has been doing
a marvelous job of getting more of that last fifteen percent than
NeoNET is comfortable with. It wouldn't surprise me if some well-
paying hacker jobs start hitting the streets soon as a result of
these tensions.

e Cosmo

Beyond their role as MSP, NeoNET has offices for their
subsidiaries in Manhattan and markets customized cybersuites
to “the most competitive corporate environment on earth.”
Transys Neuronet and Erika Systems are both working in
the wings, along with KorSys Operations. Though the major
stockholders all agree that control of the MSP is important to

| 11§

their position in Manhattan, all three of them carry on their
shadow war along the East Coast and throughout the City.

o Despite the belief that KorSys is nothing but a pet project of
Celedyr to shield his Knights of Rage, there isn't any hard proof
that the dragon is involved. KorSys deals with mesh design and has
nothing to do with R&D.

o Dr. Spin

e ('mon doc, when was the last time a dragon took the straight
and narrow path?

© Frosty

NYPD, INCORPORATED

While the letters in this corporation’s name are not of-
ficially an abbreviation, NYPD, Inc. still values the reputation
of the organization from which it was born when the New
York City Police Department was privatized in 2050. The
corp now provides security and law enforcement services to
Manhattan and parts of New York and Jersey City, supple-
menting Lone Star forces in those areas.

o NYPD, Inc. is surprisingly easy to work with. Usually, shared ju-
risdiction is just asking for a power struggle between security ser-
vice providers, but most of the time the boys in black are polite and
evenhanded.

o Hard Exit
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The company is unique
among the MDC corpora-
tions in that it has no physi-
cal central headquarters.
The company is housed in
over a hundred different
buildings around Manhattan
and New York City. Its main
headquarters is entirely in the

Matrix, in a node sculpted as a
grand building in the shape of an
NYPD, Inc. badge logo. Most of the
administrative personnel telecommute.
NYPD, Inc. employeces maintain
a friendly and outgoing demeanor. The company’s mission
statement includes the phrase, “enforce the laws, keep the
peace, reduce fear, and create a safe environment.” Employees,
all along the chain of command, work to keep themselves
worthy of the title, New York’s Finest.

o This is only true if you're a salaryman, a wage slave, or have
plenty of money. Remember the incident at Terminal Gate 17? Or
the “arrest” of Shanta Geoly? Or the Midtown Tunnel Massacre?
No? Do a quick Matrix search, but | bet you'll only find references to
open investigations. Dig deeper, and you'll find NYPD, Inc. enforcing
laws, keeping peace, reducing fear, and creating a safe environment
for the privileged. Busting the heads of everybody else—that's the
NYPD, Inc. the rest of us know.

e Slamm-0!
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o Slamm-0!, that's because “everybody else” is trespassing. NYPD,
Inc. isn't there to support UCAS laws, they uphold the MDC laws
because everything is extraterritorial. It ain’t right, it just is.

® Sticks

NYPD, Inc. has only recently begun to branch out from
New York City. Aside from its Jersey City contracts, it has
begun to provide security services to areas of London, Hong
Kong, Neo-Tokyo, Dubai, and Cape Town. Its recent hiring
campaign is probably tied to rumors of subcontracts from
Knight Errant.

PROMETHEUS ENGINEERING

Manhattan’s Westside
is the home of the double-
helix global headquarters for
Prometheus Engineering. With
a primary focus on material
engineering, the corporation
has subcontracted on nearly
every large-scale project in
Manhattan. The buildings may
be covered with AAA logos
and branding, but the advanced

polymers and materials used

VWCEHIAAMZT QO R~

ENGINEERING

to create each of them is the
product of Prometheus engi-
neers. Due to their lack of public branding, the corporation
has been working hard over the last decade to become a house-

hold name throughout the UCAS. The primary development
which they have self-branded is the nascent arcology beneath
Grand Central.

o (rand Central is on one of the shearing lines for seismic activity.
Prometheus is the best suited to develop materials to handle those
stresses, but God help them if they screw up.

e Plan9

Prometheus saw a huge number of gains as they contract-
ed the reconstruction and development of half of Manhattan.
They are constantly building and redesigning existing structures
to outdo last year’s marvel. Whether it’s height and ingenuity
or functional design and energy conservation, their skyrak-
ers continue to impress and amaze. In the last four years, they
have also built several new towers in the Boroughs. With those
towers being better and nicer than ones inside Manhattan,
Prometheus was hired to renovate and redesign key buildings
in the City. Each new project heralds innovative techniques
and has caused the company to come up with new materials.

© Prometheus isn't working alone. There have been a dozen or more
special trips to work with the Genesis Consortium. The SouthAms
have been developing biotech materials and Prometheus has
worked side by side to develop stronger and faster ways to “grow”
houses and towers.

© Marcos

Beyond their materials studies, Prometheus has expand-
ed their small line of drones to include several micro-drones.
They have made several recent advances in the cybernetics and
telemechanics fields. Several virologists and microbiologists
have joined the research think-tank to support their cross-
discipline approach to new technologies. Within the shad-
ows, the laboratories inside their corporate headquarters have
been targeted for numerous extractions. The structure of the
building lends itself well towards layered security, with the
outer ring serving as administrative offices and the core being
research labs.

o | ast year, Prometheus contracted several matrix jobs to collect
e-ghosts and developing Als. With their continued research into
smart nanites, it's not that far of a leap for them to investigate
programs which have developed self-awareness.

o Netcat

© Beyond Als, there is current research into nanite behavioral pro-
cesses. Nanites lack the processing power to respond with human
intelligence, but learning appears feasible.

e Plan9

Corporate analysts currently project Prometheus
Engineering as one of the most stable members of the MDC
outside of the AAAs. Since taking a seat on the council, the
smaller corporation has routinely been part of the majority-
voting bloc, siding with their contractual partners. Their ten-
dency to side with the hand that feeds them is not an inviola-
ble rule, and the smaller corporation has held the line against
Ares and Saeder-Krupp in the past.
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RENRAKU COMPUTER SYSTEMS

Recently, Renraku has been swim-

ming in nuyen from providing

Matrix security solutions for
New York area businesses and
even some lower-ranked cor-
porations operating within
Manhattan. Following some
meticulous “talent acquisi-
tion,” their software R&D de-
partments have been working
overtime developing smarter IC,
“hack-proof” firewalls, and security

protocols guaranteed to keep out undesired online intrud-
ers. They’ve made promises to help their customers take back
Manhattan’s Matrix grid and protect it from the online van-
dals and saboteurs who brought it down back in ’64.

© Yeah, I've seen the AR spam ads promoting their latest lines of
software. They play up heavily on last year's technomancer scare,
showing dramatizations of technos sleazing their way into your
home terminal, emptying your bank account, and erasing your SIN.
It's quite an odious ad campaign, but from a marketing perspec-
tive, quite effective. Makes you wonder if the products can deliver
what the hype promises.

o Dr. Spin

o |'ve heard that some of the aforementioned “talent acquisition”
includes technomancers—and that the technos are not willing em-
ployees. | wouldn't be surprised if things did get a little nastier—
Renraku may be holding them on a short leash, but eventually the
corp will get bit. Hopefully sooner than later.

© Netcat

Renraku has also made no secret of the fact that they've
begun enlisting the aid of metasapient Als for security and re-
search purposes. Rumor has it that one in particular, named
Xerxes, is obsessively working on state of the art Matrix utili-
ties for use by their in-house security teams. The sheer effec-
tiveness of these programs has caused Renraku’s Matrix securi-
ty market share in Manhattan to nearly double in the past six
months, though the numbers are now beginning to stabilize.

o | think | took a hit online from a program created by this little
monster. The security hacker | bumped into was a novice, but his
utility hit like a bullet train. | got dumped before | was barely even
in.

© Slamm-0!

o SOTA's a bitch, ain't it?
® Fastjack

Japanacorps are known for holding grudges, and Renraku
has never fully forgotten about NeoNET’s Matrix takeover of
the Corporate Court buildings in The Towers. Former Fuchi
execs still working in Renraku continue to use their positions
to harass NeoNET at every turn. Actions range from hostile
buyouts of NeoNET’s struggling subsidiaries to organizing
blocs of countervotes at MDC sessions. Beyond the grudge,

several of the Manhattan execs are pushing for the City to
become the North American operational headquarters. Their
successes against NeoNET have pushed the fight to the bor-
oughs and even other sprawls. The aggressive operations have
been risky but successful.

o They have learned to never stand begging for that which you
have the power to earn.
© Picador

Like the other megas in Manhattan, Renraku can’t afford
to only be one thing. Beyond their Matrix games, Renraku
is one of the leading suppliers of consumer electronics and
household drones. They also lease and maintain all of the
Sanitation Department drones that keep the streets clean.

SAEDER-KRUPP

It shouldn’t be sur-
prising that the largest
company on Earth has
quite a bit of business
in and around NYC. So
much in fact, it’s almost g Mmﬂl HHWP
easier to describe what ' |
they aren’t involved in.

However, there are really two S-K’s at work in NYC, S-K
North America and S-K Prime.

S-K North America

Given their most lucrative businesses in NYC, it’s easy to
say that S-K is the foundation upon which the City is built.
To begin, Krupp Manufacturing provided and maintained
the heavy machinery which rebuilt the City. A function they
continue to serve today. AZT may have designed the City, but
Krupp put it together.

o S-K frequently sends maintenance and repair crews into various
buildings around the City. Keeping an eye out for opportune mo-
ments can frequently give you an opening you might otherwise
have missed.

© Mika

o That is if the armed S-K crews don't take offence to your rude
interruption.
© Ma'Fan

The raw materials which are so resistant to corrosion from
pollution were provided by Krupp Specialist Engineering.
Moreover, while NeoNET supplied the software and knowl-
edge for the wireless Matrix, it was Orbital Dynamics who
provided the communications towers and orbital satellites
that make it all possible.

o | know a few execs who might argue their relative importance.
e Mr. Bonds

S-K North America also houses studios for the American
Broadcasting Service, an S-K media subsidiary, and corporate
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offices for Saedder-Krupp’s finance departments. The mega-
corp’s internal banking system carefully watches the market
and has nearly a hundred analysts and brokers in the ECSE,
both physically and virtually, manipulating the market to
their best interest.

S-K Prime

In the heart of the City, right across the street from the
Towers, is an unassuming little 10-story building that’s home
to S-K Prime. Like the rest of the division, this location deals
with problems. However, Manhattan S-K Prime deals with
problems in the Corporate Court. The Manhattan office
houses over a thousand lawyers and lobbyists, and a virtual

army of support staff. Their sole goal is to deal with the chal-
lenges, rulings, and other legal minutiae which have the po-
tential to affect Saeder-Krupp’s bottom line.

o | call bullshit.
© Kane

o Not so much bullshit as a careful choice of words. For example,
that “army of support staff” contains some of the best fixers,
Johnsons and black-ops strike teams on the East Coast. Their goal
is to deal with that “minutiae” either by hiring outside help, or
when it's more expedient to make the problem just go away, send-
ing in the big guns. If you're hired by S-K in NYC, chances are your
Johnson works here.

© Kay St. Irregular
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o |f she doesn’t, watch out for a double-cross.
© Fianchetto

SHIAWASE

Shiawase’s most public
project in Manhattan is their
maintenance contract for
Central Park. Frankly, their
Envirotech division has done

a hell of a job of making sure
that the plants keep grow-
ing and that Central Park
“safe.”

SHIAWASE

remains Of course,

that’s also given them a monopoly on anything affiliated with
it. Signs bear the Shiawase logo, all of the vendors carry only
Shiawase produced souvenirs and foodstuffs, and even the
street entertainers pay Shiawase for a license. In spite of this
omnipresent monopoly, Manhattanites still enjoy Central
Park. That means Shiawase gets some fantastic marketing out

of the contract.

© Shiawase Envirotech took on a number of other City contracts in
order to get that one. They also handle all of Manhattan’s waste
management, recycling, and air quality management. Of the three,
air quality’s their biggest problem. Their filtration system must be
doing something; it just doesn’t seem that air cleaning is one of
its designed functions. The waste management contract, though,
means that Shiawase trucks can drive throughout the City at all
hours virtually unchallenged.

e Cosmo

Shiawase Biotech operates several biotech clinics
in Manhattan. The most prominent of these is Shiawase
Bellevue Hospital in Stuyvesant. Their psychiatric depart-

ment is the primary North American testing center for
Shiawase’s latest developments in psychotropic program-
ming. Most of the patients being treated there are for typical
stress disorders and addictions, but a few of the psychiatrists
do contract and research work for NYPD, Inc’s facilities on
Randall’s Island. Most of their other facilities are focused on
biosculpts, implants for corporate success, and sports medi-
cine. In spite of that, while DocWagon handles Manhattan’s
emergency response, their patients universally go to hospitals
operated by Shiawase.

Vector Matrix Services inherited most of Fuchi’s now
obsolete wired Matrix infrastructure way back when Fuchi
collapsed. Though VMS is now involved in providing Matrix
security for many smaller corps within Manhattan, they also
own thousands of miles of dark cable that remain strung
throughout Manhattan’s infrastructure. Some bits of this are
used by the Neo-A’s, some bits are still in use as backup sys-
tems, but most of it remains in place deteriorating.

© Given a properly equipped microdrone, these cables are the per-
fect way for smuggling data out of a “secure” facility without need-
ing to use any wireless signals.

o (litch

Arboritech, a fully owned subsidiary of Shiawase, holds
a contract from the MDC to develop new solutions to clean
up the pollution. They’ve been working on developing plants
which purge the harmful chemicals from the air and break-
down the complex pollutants. Some of these plants have
been spread throughout Central Park and the Boroughs of
Brooklyn and Queens to measure the success of the process.
Aboritech shares their offices with a consultant team from
Shiawase Energy, based in Washington DC. The energy com-
pany is negotiating to take over management of the City’s
power and utilities infrastructure, though the current contract
does not expire until 2075.

SONY CORPORATION
Sony Corporation
behaves in the UCAS

the same as it behaves

back in Japan: a stable

baseline with all-or-nothing ventures. For Americans, Sony is

synonymous with consumer electronics products, along with
games and entertainment. That is the stable baseline men-
tioned above. Sony uses advertising campaigns that ensure its
products are always in view of the consumers. From ads tele-
vised on Sony ruthenium polymer screens and animated AR
popups to their hovering fleet of advertisement drone blimps,
the Sony brand is never far from the consumer’s mind.

Sony Corporation has matched Neo-Tokyo’s growing
success here in the New York market in regards to one-meta-
human-vehicles, but where Sony has innovated in NYC is the
growing success of its line of Humanoid Walker Household
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Drones, marketed under the name of Sony Personal Butler.
Sony Corporation America has been able to push the bound-
aries of Sony’s trademark RSSComps near-Al software, as it

does not face the same market restrictions in regards to Al
fear as Neo-Tokyo. These Personal Butlers are very popu-
lar with Manhattan’s and other cities’ overworked corporate
climbers, as the clever personality software allows the anthro-
forms to act as surrogate friends and companions, as well as
helpers who never complain.

© Sad.
e Dr. Spin

© The research being done into Al programs, which are much closer
to real Al than in Japan, are risky for Sony's image. The corp's posi-
tion has been to purposefully avoid true Al research. Sony doesn't
need its brat American division to screw that up for them. | expect
to see a contingent of Japanese envoys come “talk” to the American
leadership soon.

o Kia

Otherwise, Sony’s consumer electronics crowd stores
throughout the UCAS and the brand is seen as both depend-
able and above-average by consumers, while their entertain-
ment offerings generally enjoy high ratings. Sony Music talent
scouts are known to be able to pick out the next big pop star,
though they generally overlook and lose smaller, edgier bands
to companies like Horizon or Ares. Sony can rarely match its
Triple A rivals’ budget, but it makes up lost ground in nim-
bleness. Executives, be it for new electronic products or new
movies, are encouraged to act quickly and decisively, resulting
in short time-to-market development cycles — as well as the
occasional product dud.

Sony has been on the MDC’s board for some time, though
not without hiccups. The corporation is often bold in its politi-
cal maneuvering, and that has cost it dearly a few times, though
it has also paid off handsomely on some occasions. The con-
sumer electronics market is a crowded field, and Sony must
constantly work to maintain its share. The corporation has
built an extensive network of shadow resources, allowing it to
often resort to extracting competitor’s talents and stealing or
sabotaging rival projects. Many within the boardroom feel the
direction the corporation is taking is dangerous and is leading
to a no-confidence vote from the MDC, but so far this internal
division has not resulted in a change in direction.

SPINRAD INDUSTRIES

Spln’s best known for their cut-
ting edge augmentations and their
flamboyant owner, Johnny Spinrad.
There are Spin Shops present through-
out all five boroughs of New York.
These cater primarily in high-end
cyber, especially the Spin-X line of suites that are designed for
extreme lifestyles. Of course, they’re also willing to custom
design suites for clients—at boutique pricing.

o At Spin Shops, you get what you pay for. They do offer a lot of
‘ware that’s little more than flash—it's what keeps them in busi-
ness. However, if you pay for custom integration and tip your bio-
mechanical engineer, you can get waorld-class work. Many of their
managers are also willing to turn a blind eye on matters of permits
and legality.

o Butch

o The Large Circle League Triad provides many of their less legal
components. It's a business relationship—the triad smuggles the
equipment into Manhattan and Spln pays for it through installation
surgeries for triad members.

o Ma'fan

Johnny is rarely in New York, these days. In spite of that,
he still stays in the public eye. In addition to his regular ap-
pearances in the tabloids, Johnny remains the poster child
for the corp’s advertising campaigns—even though most of
that work has been contracted out to Charisma Associates.
With the success of the Soroyama line and a few other cyber-
suites, Spinrad has seen the influx of capital that he needed
to revitalize his corporation. Spln’s advcrtising campaign has
been focusing heavily on the North American market with
Manhattan serving as the beachhead to dive full bore into the
UCAS and elsewhere.

Building on the charisma of its founder, Spinrad
Industries sells machismo, sex, and success in a tightly woven
package. Through custom tailored products and strategic al-
liances, SpIn produces and markets cyber and bioware meet-
ing the exact specifications and needs of their clients. The
wageslaves have been buying the illusion of being part of the
Grand Tour up as fast as it can be produced. That illusion plus
the proven success in Manhattan is creating a demand along
the East Coast and throughout the UCAS.

Spinrad Industries maintains a cyberware testing and
design facility on Staten Island, where the majority of their
employees are extractees from other research facilities based
in Manhattan. This is tolerated, primarily, because SpIn makes
a point of providing a “Yes” vote on almost every issue that
comes up with the MDC. They've also developed close con-
tractual relationships with Ares, Horizon, NYPD, Inc., and
Prometheus, which have helped to secure their place in the
MDC. While they aren’t exactly stable, the corp has done a
masterful job of balancing the politics involved to hold onto
the seat through several challenges.

© Spln no longer maintains their constant harassment policy to-
wards S-K. It remains uncertain whether this is a ruse or a long-
term change in their business practices.

© Cosmo
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TRANS-ORBITAL
Trans-Orbital has long
been a fixture on the MDC
board. While its claim to
fame in Manhattan is the
acrospace technology that
permits the City to seed
the clouds for that famous
nightly rain, the corpora-

tion has many more inter-
ests in and around Manhattan. During the Matrix 2.0 wireless
upgrading of the City, Trans-Orbital managed to corner nu-
merous contracts for satellite uplink connectivity integration
from many of the corporate towers of the City.

o Satellite uplinks cause real lag on your connection, but if you can
stand the performance hit, hacking through a sat can ensure you
don't jack out just to find a corp hit team at your doorstep.

o (litch

o New York’s enterprising hackers maintain numerous backdoors to
corporate sat uplinks. A lot of these corps maintain uplinks just-
in-case, and don't really pay attention to who uses them. Just re-
member, don't plan a hack into Trans-Orbital systems using Trans-
Orbital satellites, kids.

® Slamm-0!

The corporation has made a killing servicing and up-
grading government and corporate satellite fleets, especially
since the scare with an Al taking over a military satellite.
Organizations are scrambling to upgrade the firmware of their
satellites to strengthen them against Al invaders. Rumors
are Trans-Orbital has forged alliances with some big corpo-
rations of the likes of Renraku and NeoNET to develop Al-
specific countermeasures. In any case, they have snagged some
very lucrative contracts from intelligence organizations away
from AresSpace. Not enough to hurt the bigger corporation,
but enough to get a few warning shadow ops aimed at Trans-
Orbital assets.

Megacorporations aren’t the only ones that Trans-Orbital
is selling to. As the space race takes off, dozens of A and AA
corps are trying to get their feet wedged in the door. With
many of these corporations in New York, the Manhattan sales
team has mobilized in force to make business to business the
primary profit center. Sales managers and account executives
have been busy selling satellites, air space, and finding new
partners who haven’t yet launched a million nuyen of silicon
and steel into space.

Trans-Orbital maintains its headquarters in the City as
well as a smattering of other buildings, mostly used to moni-
tor its impressive fleet of satellites. The corporation also does
a lot of its research here in Manhattan, in an ominous look-
ing jet black building in Washington Heights. While security
around R&D facilities is always tight, it is said that measures
in that building go well above what would normally be ex-
pected, fuelling many rumors about secret projects ranging
from black ops spy sat monitoring to extra-terrestrial intelli-
gence communication programs.

© “Extra-terrestrial intelligence communication program”? You
gotta be kidding me.
© Snopes

© Some of the rumors are pretty out-there, but the security is real.
o DangerSensei

Trans-Orbital maintains its Manhattan Development
Consortium seat the same way it maintains its business—by
acting as a partner and facilitator to other, larger, corpora-
tions. Trans-Orbital has had a very useful seat on the MDC
for many years, and they plan to keep it that way. Their repre-
sentatives are quick to attach themselves and back proposals
from members in favors and even quicker to abandon sinking
ships. Their mercenary attitude and double-dealing always
angers someone, but shrewdly, they always seem to be aligned
with the faction-of-the-day that calls the shots. That Trans-
Orbital has never had a vote of no-confidence brought up
against it in all its years of being on the MDC is a testament to
their political savvy.
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